CHRIST CHURCH

From Our Rector
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Senior Warden’s
Peter Trenouth 781-585-2403

Report

On January 6, Christ Church celebrated the
Feast of the Epiphany, the time when the three
wise men arrived in Bethlehem. According to
Matthew’s Gospel, they had followed a star that
eventually led them to the king Scripture and the
heavens had foretold. They found him in sur-
roundings no conventional thinker would con-
sider royal, yet the wise men knew this was the
child for whom they had brought the precious
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They were
very wise men indeed.

In literary terminology epiphany means an
event or discovery that dramatically changes a
character’s perspective. He or she might have
been on a quest or believed certain preconceived
notions were true, but then comes the encounter
so profound nothing else in the character’s life
can ever be viewed the same. The literary term
and the wise men’s worshipping the Christ child
represent similar occurrences, and great stories
always have implications for us.

We at Christ Church follow a star. We define it
with our mission statement: “Seeking Christ in
ourselves, Serving Christ in the world.” During
our annual meeting January 27, we will review
where our star has taken us this past year—a time
of remarkable accomplishments and renewal—
and begin a new year drawing us closer to making
our parish everything we want it to be. Changes
will come. New lay leaders will be elected, and
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we will thank Junior Warden Jeff Metcalfe and
Vestryperson Linda Garrone for their terms of
service. In addition, we will review our new
budget and the goals and hopes revealed within its
numbers. The first weekend of February the new
vestry will begin setting priorities to continue our
success. By spring Christ Church will have a new
Director of Music Ministries. From the
Intergenerational Retreat at the Barbara C. Harris
Center, January 19 and 20, we will begin imple-
menting a renewed focus on youth and family and
the faith journeys we collectively share. Much
will happen in 2008, including perhaps a few
epiphanies as we learn and grow together.

In the meantime, please get to know your ves-
try members. They are a dedicated group whose
efforts touch every church activity. Though quite
visible this past year, each has not spoken with
everyone, so please make a point of speaking to
them. Where do you see the Christ Church star
taking us? What gifts can you bring to our mis-
sion? What can we do for you? In other words, all
of us at Christ Church are journeying towards
what we can only partially perceive now, but to-
gether we are “Westward leading, Still proceed-
ing.”
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